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f @ ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE

Terror and Democracy

Many terrorism analysts believe that terrorists says. Political rights have been trampled in the
need democratic states to function. Totalitarian name of the war on terrorism. A counterterrorist
states, they argue, make it impossible to engage network has invaded civil liberties in Australia,
in covert activities. Terrorists need freedom of and the Australian Intelligence Security Service
speech, freedom of thought, and freedom of ac- has been given permission to pry into the lives

tion. Jenny Hocking (2004) takes the opposite of law-abiding citizens. Terrorism is a threat, but
view. In reaction to a terrorist attack in Bali,

rea ! overreaction to it also threatens democracies. The
Indonesia, in 2002, the Australian government

internment of terrorist suspects without charge or
Lfollowed the path of the United States, Hocking trial is a greater threat than terrorism °
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The Process of Radicalization in Prison o
Recent reports suggest that groups are being radicalized in prison, and Mar k Hamm
(2007) has conducted a definitive study of prison radicalization in the United States.
The process in prison usually involves a charismatic leader who gathers a number of
individuals in an entourage. A leader will often target selected prisoners for a group
or will dominate new inmates, intimidating them until they join the group. Hamm
maintains that this recruitment is similar to procedures used by street gangs.

Terrorists also use recruiters who are not incarcerated. This is most frequently as-
sociated with religion, and the person who recruits and radicalizes potential terrorists
may l.)e’a visiti'ng chaplain. A chaplain has access to prisoners and may claim freedom
olf religion yv}ule delivering a radical message. Hamm says militant chaplains also dis-
tribute radical literature in the form of religious works.
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Chapter 5 » Force Multipliers, Gender Roles, and Tactics

governments with seron 5 s .
g religious minorities experience attacks more frequently than

democracies, and the .
variables in his researzht};gl;e;hat Pape missed this point because he used different

In contrast t .
suicide bombing:, ng:ﬁgzii and Rfilter believe that Islam is an important factor in
They found that Muslim statei nozfslmply attaglfs developed to use against the West.
more Muslims are targeted in su. fz’ more suicide attacks than Western states, and
occupying a foreign land with sgl?f e attacks than any other group. A democracy
they argue. The presence of L] adi erent'rehglon has little to do with these attacks,
o L e A slam 1s more important, and past experience with suicide

actic more acceptable and more likely.

Models for Suicide Bombing

i?:;;ey ‘g:p‘j)ils’?;featgorl;;g:])izling attacks. Rohan Gunaratna (2000) suggests that
suicide aracks between 1983 amcti: g(;c(e)cursors of suicide bombmgs. After examining
g ot v stie 86 o v nd 2000, Gunaratna sees three .thmgs that all attacks
- : s nnaissance, and rehearsal. He believes that local groups
OpeE f‘;f ‘lfll secret to prepare the bomber and the target area. Because locals can blend
lﬁ Wittt I e surroundings, they provide supplies and information. They also conduct
the initial scouting or reconnaissance of the target. A support group far away from
the target can rehearse the attack in secrecy; the better the rehearsal, the greater the
chance of success. The bomber usually conducts the final reconnaissance during the
operation, but he or she can detonate the bomb in case of discovery. These factors
could serve as the basis for a model.

Another school of thought suggests that models may exist, but there are so many
factors that a single set of precursors cannot exist. Audrey Cronin (2003, pp. 6-8)
believes that different styles of bombings emerge from different places. The Hamas
model, patterned after the actions of Hezbollah, uses a professional group to plan
and execute the attack and a support group to prepare the attacker. For many years,
researchers believed that this was the only model for suicide bombing (Institute for
Counter-Terrorism, 2001).

Cronin finds, however, that different models have emerged over time. The LTTE
trained suicide bombers from an early age. The PKK leadership coerced victims to
take part in suicide bombings. The September 11 suicide attacks defied the previous

models, and bombings in Chechnya represent a different combination of social and

psychological factors. There is no single model for suicide bombing.
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> Why is suicide used as a weapon?
Self- s What do empirical studies suggest about suicide terrorism?
Check | . . .

> How might suicide terrorism be stopped?

Tactical Misunderstandings and Gender

1 that females are often ignored in the study of

crime, unless the study focuses on victimizatiog. Rfesearchers have said the same thing
about the study of gender and terrorism (Oliverio and Lauderdale, 2005; Sjoberg,
2009). The main reason for this is a cultural stereotype that brackets women in tra-
ditional roles. Many researchers and the general public do not envision women per-
forming the “male” rerrorist tasks (Neuberger and Valentini, 1996, pp. 28-36; see

Criminologists frequently complai
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structure of that nation.  Some groups even have a feminist agenda. Women also 'have opportunities for eadeF-
ship in revolutionary groups. International terrorists resist outside forc.:estsuch as capi-
talism and imperialism. They try to defend a traditional culture that limits the role of
women. Yet, women also emerge in traditional organizations when there is a need to
recruit personnel and when terrorism becomes a popular means of social expression.
Gathering data from a variety of geographical areas, Gonzalez-Perez offers a strong
argument, After examining domestic and international terrorism in the Americas,
Africa, the Middle East, Asia, and Europe, her data show that women in domes-
tic groups gravitate toward combat and leadership. The same findings reveal that
women in international groups are given more limited roles, International terrorists
tend to employ women as supporters, sympathizers, and spies. They seldom receive
Ulricke Meinhof: c}?mbat c;lr lgaders!up positions. This pattern remains constant even in social systems
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Religious i

’- ethnic grg(;ups Zir;g;lizg t;(())ug Set;ea%anp;o emerge in the 1980s while nationalisti'c a}nd
| path in each of these move n?e €. Ness says the roles of women followed a similar
l relegated females to secopy ntts- COnser\‘ratwe male-dominated religious terrorists

oles of women., G b Iy status, Ethmf: and nationalistic groups also limited the
{ r 1ven the fact that revolutionary groups offered more opportunities
for women, one would expect that females would not be as active in religious and
'mmonahstlc movements. However, the opposite was true. The reason, Ness explains,
is that these movements appealed to 2 wider audience. Revolutionary groups attracted
women, but th'e Eroups were small, and so were the number of supporters. Religious
and ethnic nationalists recruited from a larger pool of supporters than the earlier left-
wing groups. Even though the roles of women were more limited in the traditional
groups, there were more women available to work in them. Therefore, Ness explains,
more women were involved in traditional movements,

The- number qf women attracted to religious terrorist organizations also suggests
th.at .rhelr r9les will expand. Ness believes that because they are so numerous, they
v‘vlu increasingly receive combat assignments. Aside from all of the traditional restric-
tions of male-dpmmated religious hierarchies, terrorist groups need personnel. When
women are avaiulable, they are given combat assignments as the need arises. Ness does
not know if th1§ practice will extend to leadership. There is no reason to automatically
believe that religious groups will continue to limit the opportunity for female lead-
ership. Women may begin organizing and taking leadership roles, or they may take
charge out of necessity when male leaders are captured or killed.

Tactical Considerations

Groups with diverse missions tend to recruit and operate in different ways. Ideol-
ogy draws certain types of recruits to a movement, and it influences the tactics
terrorist groups employ. For example, a revolutionary group trying to overthrow
a government and win popular support is not likely to attack with a nuclear
weapon. The reason is clear: If political terrorists were to use a nuclear weapon,
the public would unite against them, placing the terrorists at a disadvantage. Small
groups cannot achieve their objectives against a united mass of people. Religious
terrorists, on the other hand, might be tempted to detonate a nuclear device. They
have no concern about popular support, and if they lose, they believe a deity will
call new followers to carry the struggle forward. Ideology and mission affect

operations.
When suicide terrorism reappeared in the 1980s, audiences were appalled. They

wondered why a grown man would strap on a bomb and kill himself. Terrorists

took advantage of this, and suicide bombings increased. As such attacks became

more routine, audiences grew accustomed to seeing suicide bombers. Some terror-
ist groups, seeking increased psychological impact from suicide attacks, sgught. new
types of bombers. They began using women. Both researchers and the public believed
women were manipulated into the act (Deylami, 2013). They refuseq to accept _the
idea that women might be devoted to a cause and motivated to sacrifice their lives

(Nacos, 2005).

Overlooking Female Terrorists: A Tactical Mistake

If women have been terrorists throughout history, one wonders why their role hgs
been overlooked. Alisa Stack-O’Conner (Z'OOT/') says female terrorism has been ig-
nored for the same reason that female criminality has been underplayed. Researchers
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Laura Sjoberg (2009) takes the argument further. She i e i th
scholarly literature on women and terrorism. For the most part, ,
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they do not seem to care to do so. Media presentations follow the same tack. Women

are neither significant nor worthy of analysis. _ .

Sjoberg vehemently disagrees with such characterizations. Women, she writes, do
have a special place in terrorism; women are terrorists in the same way that men are
terrorists. There are terrorists who happen to be women, and they have been around
for quite some time. There is also no feminist perspective on terrorism; rather, there
are feminists who study terrorism in a variety of ways. Sjoberg says that scholars and
other researchers are reluctant to study political and criminal violence among wormen
because doing so violates idealized notions of womanhood. Their behavior should be
studied from a variety of feminist perspectives, Sjoberg concludes. Such studies would
enrich the field.

' Sj.oberg has a point. Women are playing an increasing role in terrorist opera-
tions in all types of organizations. Groups with revolutionary or feminist objectives
give them leadership and coml?at roles. More traditional groups relegate women to
E‘igﬁotﬁefgzz,t tt)litdti?if)};l:fiet;:mg employed more frequently in tactical operations.
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* The six basic tactics of terrorism are bombing, arson,

ping, and taking hostages. Terrorists employ th
Force multipliers increase terrorists’ attacking p
* Force multipliers include technology,
and religious fanaticism.
Technology can enhance striking power when it is employed as a weapon or
when it becomes the target of an attack. Any form of technology may be used.
Cyberterrorism is a growing threat. Computer systems can be infected, or data
can be stolen. Terrorists or other enemies might attack computer controlled sys-
tems to cause a catastrophic failure in the economic sector or 1pfrastructure.
Technology also increases the lethality of potentlfil weapons, giving thexp the
potential for mass destruction. Biological agents include bacterial .and viral
weapons. There are four types of biological agents: (.1) natural poisons, or
toxins that occur without human modification; (2) viruses; (3) bacteria; and
(4) plagues. There are four types of chemical agents: (1) r}e;'ve_aglents, (2) blO;)ed
agents, (2) choking agents, and (4) blistering agents. Radlodogca(li .weap‘?lnshz; ¢
closely related to chemical weaponsl, and they could be used by dispersing hig
doses of radiation in a conventional manner.
* Nuclear terrorism involves the potential employment of a nulcletar l;;)l:z-i?tlgre
SRl e e nucﬁeaf det‘ll:(c)fi. vj\;}c;fllsclingi :; gI:in control of
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